Intravenous immunoglobulin in rheumatic disease.
With the advent of numerous commercial preparations of intravenous immunoglobulin preparations since 1981, it is now possible to administer these preparations in significant quantities to cause elevation of serum immunoglobulin levels both in patients with antibody-deficient states and in those with normal circulating immunoglobulin levels. This led to a report of dramatic improvement of thrombocytopenia in a child with agammaglobulinemia following the use of intravenous immunoglobulin preparations for recurrent infections, and further studies in both children and adults with associated symptoms suggested therapeutic efficacy of intravenous immunoglobulin preparations in controlling autoimmune symptoms.